U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND

IRAQ MUSEUM INVESTIGATION

22 April 03 — 10 Sep 03



JIACG Team

e On site:
- 4 military members:
-1 USMC Colonel, 2 USA Captain, 1 USAF SMSqgt
- 9 DHS/ICE (US Customs) Special Agents
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#41 cow®

e Multi-pronged approach:

— Determine missing items
— Dissemination of photographs
— Community outreach & Amnesty

— Develop confidential sources for investigative
raids



Inventory
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i DIssemination of Photographs
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 INTERPOL
 London Metropolitan Police (Scotland Yard)
o Italian Carabinieri

 US Department of Justice
 FBI



Amnesty

Malls Q
k41 coW®

« Community outreach with local religious leaders

 Over 1700 antiquities returned
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e Within Irag over 900 pieces captured during raids

e Qutside of Irag over 750 pieces seized at US Customs
checkpoints and at International gateways

e Several open investigations



Years Before the War

e Gold and jewelry moved to Central Bank of Iraq
e Royal Family jewels (6744 pieces)

e Treasure of Nimrud (616 pieces)




Months Before the War

e Bomb shelter in western Baghdad

 Ancient manuscripts and books (39,453 pieces)
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« “Secret Place” used by staff to hide smaller
gallery pieces (8366 pieces)

e Confirmed and inspected 4 Jun 03
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Chronology

#41 cow®

« 8 April 2003 - Last staff left museum

¢ 9-12 April — Looters entered museum

e 12 April — Some staff members returned

e 16 April — US Forces entered the museum compound

« 21 April — JIACG Investigation Team arrived



Numbers
e« 170,000 is wrong

« Numbers are misleading
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! Public Galleries
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» Of 451 display cases, 28 broken

e 40 exhibits stolen, 10 recovered







" Public Galleries - Damaged
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» Sixteen other pieces damaged in galleries
e Golden bull’s head moved to vault




4 Heritage Room
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e Islamic furniture and fine porcelain

« 236 stolen, 167 recovered, 69 still missing







} Storage Rooms (Magazines)
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« 8rooms, 5 entered, 3 have items missing
« 10, 000’s clay pots, shards, weapons, tools
e Inventory not completed




Storage Rooms
Old Magazines

 No sign of forced entry on shared exterior doors

o« 2703 pieces stolen, 2449 recovered, 254 still missing







Evidence of Iragi Forces

e Iragi Army uniforms throughout museum compound
e RPGs




Basement Storage Room
New Magazine

Safes, Wall
Lockers, and
Opened Boxes

New
Magazine

Green Door with #2

Grate, Glass Room 3 ’

Broken,
Unopened \ New Magazine #2 | New Magazine #2

> Room 2 Room 1

New
M agazine #2

Stairs#2
New

. Magazine] Room 4
Green Door with #1

Grate, Glass

Broken, —~—

Unopened

Paintings*
. Green Door
Unopened

1' Thick Door
Eamp to 1%
Floor

Stairs #1

lraq Museum Basemen

Not to Scale




Insider Knowledge

e 30 cabinets containing coins and cylinder seals
e« Cardboard boxes untouched




Plastic Boxes

« 103 boxes containing cylinder seals and small jewelry
(beads, pins, necklaces)

e 10,337 stolen, 667 recovered, 9670 still missing
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Dynamics of Thefts

O
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 Professional: Public galleries (40 exhibits)
« Random: Old Storage Rooms (3138 artifacts)

* Insider.: Basement Storage Room (10,337 artifacts)
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Recovery Methodology

#41 cow®

 EXxcavation-site pieces (Old Storage Rooms)

— Random looters — Requires local efforts
— Majority of “looted” items have been recovered

 High-value artifacts (Public galleries)

— Buyers and borders

 Inside job (Basement)

— Publicity
— Inspection & interdiction



Websites




Websites

* INTERPOL




Wanted Poster
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1. IM #45434, US Customs #1. Sumerian 2. IM #77823, US Customs #14. Bassetki
white marble mask of female deity, life-size, Statue, with Akkadian inscription, copper,
21.5cm 25.5x70cm, weighs 150K G

3. IM #56642, US Customs #4. 4. IM #513, US Customs #28. 5. IM #5, US Customs #3. Gray
Ivory plague of lion killing a Bronze bull in bas-relief, Sumerian diorite statue of Entemena,,
Nubian, Assyrian from Nimrud, period, 46x91cm Sumerian, 15x76cm, weighs

1x10.5cm base, 9.8 high 150K G



6. IM #unknown, US Customs #23. 7. IM #58086, US Customs #12.

Copper head of Goddess of Victory, Gray stone head of female deity,
from Hatra, amost life-size. from Hatra, amost life-size,
7x39x70cm

8. IM #73005, US Customs 9. IM #73004, US Customs 10. IM #73041, US Customs #9, White
#7. White marble head of #8. White marble head of marble head of Eros-Cherub, from Hatra,

Poseidon, from Hatra, life- Apollo, from Hatra, life-size amogt life-size
Q70



Wanted Poster

20-21. IM #10253A, 9619A, US
Customs #52-53. 2 Gray Islamic
tombstones, 10x23x35cm

11-19. IM #24730,14168, US
Customs #41-49. 9 sand-colored
cuneiform bricks. Each piece dlightly
different, but roughly. 10x30x30cm.
Full view and close-up.

T T3
22. Catalogue #277, IM #A677, o - :
VS Eusmiil, [Eileneasn 23. IM #8221, US Customs #16. oo 1M 70205, LS Susiome L
left door, right recovered. Sumerian Plate inlaid with shell, X
' with shell, 7x14x28cm

40x213cm 13.5x27cm



Wanted Poster

Similar in appearance

27. IM #unknown, US Customs

26. IM #unknown, US Customs #54-56. 3 Islamic period stucco
25. IM #5572, US Customs #60. Marble money box, from ornaments from single exhibit,
et Similar, but with straight sides pleEs, (B2 AlET

male priest, amost life-size,

15.2x38cm and may be without the lid.

Similar in appearance

28. IM #118622, US Customs

#57. Assyrian bronze model 20 1M Hurk Chair beck

ceremonia chariot, 1 meter : nknown. Lhar bac ;

square with four sides and axle white ivory relief, from gz Sk LD alii: et
Nimrud, Assyrian period. with inscription, photo shows
1x50x91cm. front and back, 17.5x37cm

30. IM #84075, US Customs #51.
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e 3411 total recovered

e 1732 from Amnesty program

— 1731 in Iraqg
— 1in US

e 1679 from raids and seizures

— 911 in Iraqg
— 768 outside Iraq



Future

 Long-term investigation

* International cooperation

— Between countries
— Between law-enforcement & art communities
— Among federal, state and local authorities



